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INTRODUCTION 


Collections of marine molluses from Victorian waters were 
first made extensively and systematically by French explorers under 
Captain D’Urville of the Astrolabe who visited Western Port Bay 
in November, 1826. The two ship’s surgeons, Quoy and Gaimard, 
described about 20 species and took others back to France for 
description by other French zoologists. 


From the period of settlement until 1880 no papers were 
published on the Victorian molluscan fauna although pioneers in 
other States did, from time to time, receive material from Victoria 
which they included in discussions of their State faunas. One o 
the workers to rectify this was John Henry Gatliff who, in 1887, 
published a paper in the Victorian Naturalist entitled “ A List of 
Some of the Shells of the Marine Molluscs found upon the Victorian 
Coast.” This was the start of a period of over three quarters of a 
century during which the scientific study of Victorian molluscs was 
dominated by two men, John Henry Gatliff and Charles John 
Gabriel. During this time these two “amateur” workers, working 
either alone or in collaboration with each other and other workers; 
collected, described, classified and catalogued the marine, freshwater 
and land molluscan faunas of Victoria. 


John Henry Gatliff 


Gatliff was born in Leeds, Yorkshire in 1848 and came to 
Australia nine years later where his parents took up residence in 
Geelong, Victoria. At 18 he entered the Bank of Victoria at Ballarat 
and later joined the staff of the Commonwealth Bank where he 
became manager and finally inspector. In this capacity he travelled 
over a considerable portion of Australia, including Port Darwin 
from whence he brought back a number of rare and interesting 
specimens including Voluta gatliffi named in honour of him by J. 
B. Sowerby. After producing some preliminary lists of Victorian 
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pne molluses Gatliff commenced a long association with G. B. 
ritchard, lecturer in palaeontology and geology at the Working 
en’s College. Between 1898 and 1906 Pritchard and Gatliff collab- 
orated to publish a “Catalogue of Marine Shells of Victoria” in 
nine parts and a series of companion papers giving details of the 
new records, including many new species. 
ig After the completion of the Catalogue Pritchard returned to 
us work on fossils and Gatliff carried on the work of expanding 
the Victorian list alone. In 1908 he published two joint papers wit 
Charles John Gabriel and this started a long and productive partner- 
ag which lasted until Gatliff’s death on September 14th, 1935. 
uring this time Gatliff and Gabriel published 27 joint papers in 
Which they described many new species. Gatliff was a very active 
member of the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria for many years, 
and was appointed Honorary Conchologist to the National Museum 
of Victoria in 1933. As well as his life-long work of recording the 
ictorian marine mollusc fauna, Gatliff is also especially known as 
the describer of the north Queensland volute Voluta (Amoria) 
Spenceriana. He had a very extensive collection of over 7,200 species 
of molluses, including many type specimens, which all went to the 
ational Museum of Victoria on his death, 


Charles John Gabriel 


Gabriel was born on May 28th, 1879, in Victoria Street, 
Abbotsford, Melbourne, Victoria, the eldest son of Joseph Gabriel. 
a pharmacist. Joseph Gabriel was himself interested in natural 
ustory, was a keen member of the Field Naturalists Club of 
ictoria and was an honorary collector for the National Museum 
of Victoria. He instilled this interest into his children and Charles 
Pcame a member ofthe ENV. ingl gang published his first 
Paper, “Marine Mollusca found near Stony Point, April 1908 É 
in the Victorian Naturalist in 1908. The same year he published 
two joint papers with Gatliff on additions and alterations .to the 
Catalogue of marine molluscs of Victoria, a task he continued alone 
up to his death after the death of Gatliff. He also collaborated 
With other workers including B. C. Cotton, F. Chapman and J. 
Hope Macpherson. Apart from his extensive and careful work on 
the marine molluscs, Gabriel is also known for his pioneering work 
on the land and freshwater mollusean faunas of Victoria. He 
Was appointed Honorary Curator of Shells at the National Museum 
of Victoria in 1933, a position which was later changed to Honorary 


ssociate in Conchology. In 1946, when a full-time curator was 
appointed, he presented all his primary type material to the Museum. 
In 1958 he was awarded the Australian Natural History Medallion 
or his outstanding contribution to Australian malacology. He 
Wrote over 50 papers, either himself or in collaboration with 
Sthers and was preparing others at the time of his death on June 
19th, 1963. Even after this he continued to be a great service to 
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Victorian conchology by willing his entire collection of shells and 
his extensive library to the National Museum of Victoria. His 
specimen collection is of incalculable value because of its important 
scientific material including many secondary types he received from 
Verco, May, Iredale and others, as well as rare and important 
specimens he collected himself. However, perhaps his greatest 
legacy was the textbook and handbook “ Marine Molluscs of Victoria’ 
which he wrote with J. Hope Macpherson in 1962. 


Between them Gatliff and Gabriel wrote and contributed to 
84 published works in which they described 5 new genera and 149 
new specimens and varieties. The type material for all these new 
species and varieties is lodged in the National Museum of Victoria 


Combined Bibliography of John Henry Gatliff 
and Charles John Gabriel. 
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